This is a Wish for All Ashleys.

This is a Wish for One Ashley.
I wish for all Ashleys to know that people make mistakes. However, the character of a person is not revealed in the mistakes he makes, but rather in how he learns from them.

He wished for one Ashley to know that despite his big mistake, he never stopped loving her.

I need your help to fulfill my Uncle Will's last wish. I need you to forward this email and our website link (www.awishforashley.com) to everyone you know, especially girls you know named Ashley.

*        *        *

My Uncle Will left this earth on June 1, 2009 after a long battle with cancer. He was an incredible person; he was one of my best friends. He was not perfect; he battled drug addiction for much of his life and, as a result, lost custody of his only daughter, a child born on February 20, 1988 named Ashley Marie McFarland. My family attempted to adopt her but our request was not granted and we, too, lost contact with Ashley.

In the years following, my Uncle triumphed over his addiction and his strength was an inspiration to anyone who met him. He was kind. He was compassionate. He was hilarious. He was the best friend, uncle, brother and dog owner. 

Despite what he learned from his big mistake, it always haunted him. In the final days of his life he made me, his niece closest in age to Ashley, and my mom, his sister who had tried so hard to adopt Ashley, promise that we would find her, make sure she is ok and make sure she knows how much he loved her. We love her so much too.

However, my Uncle Will did not know that I have been independently searching for Ashley for eight years and that I have run out of leads. That is why I am making this appeal to you:

Please forward this email to all girls you know named Ashley, and anyone else who you believe might know an Ashley who is currently 21 years old.
*        *        *

If you think you are the Ashley described below, please contact me, your cousin Audra, at audra@awishforashley.com. We miss you so much.

Birth name: Ashley Marie McFarland

Birth date: February 20, 1988

Place of birth: Lowell, Massachusetts

Race: African American and White (bi-racial)

Other information: You were placed in foster care at a very young age, but you may remember visits with me, my mom (your ‘Auntie ____’), my two older sisters and younger brother. You may remember our trips to Amazement, Papa Ginos and the big Christmas tree. We last saw you when you were seven years old.

*        *        *

For more about A Wish for Ashley and to get involved in this search,  visit www.awishforashley.com.

Thank you for helping me fulfill this wish.

Sincerely,

Audra
